God  the  Father 

Some  people  believe  that  no  one  before  Jesus 
addressed  God  as  father.  Moreover,  it  is 
believed  that  the  Aramaic  "Abba"  is  the  intimate 
word  of  a  baby  when  addressing  his  father. 
Consequently,  people  believe  that  by  addressing 
God  as  Father,  Jesus  is  making  a  point  that  our 
relationship  with  God  is  personal  and  intimate. 
However,  we  believe  that  Jesus'  Abba-language 
is  deeply  rooted  in  the  Old  Testament  faith,  and 
by  encouraging  us  to  address  God  as  Father, 
Jesus  wanted  us  to  rediscover  the  covenant 
relationship  between  man  and  God. 

The  Father  of  Israel 

1.  Exodus 

2.  Covenant  and  Election 

3.  Disobedience 

4.  Hope  of  the  New  Exodus 

The  Father  of  Jesus 

Through  obedience  to  his  Father,  Jesus  fulfilled 
the  vocation  of  Israel,  and  thereby  inaugurated 
the  New  Exodus. 

"Abba,  Father,"  he  said,  "everything  is 
possible  for  you.  Take  this  cup  from  me.  Yet 
not  what  I  will,  but  what  you  will." 

Mark  14:36 

During  the  days  of  Jesus'  life  on  earth,  he 
offered  up  prayers  and  petitions  with  loud 
cries  and  tears  to  the  one  who  could  save  him 
from  death,  and  he  was  heard  because  of  his 
reverent  submission.  Although  he  was  a  son, 
he  learned  obedience  from  what  he  suffered 
and,  once  made  perfect,  he  became  the  source 
of  eternal  salvation  for  all  who  obey  him  and 
was  designated  by  God  to  be  high  priest  in  the 
order  of  Melchizedek. 

Hebrew  5:7-10 

Our  Father 

Confession:  As  we  imitate  Jesus  in  calling  the 
all-ruling  God  our  Father,  we  affirm  our 
identity  as  the  new  covenant  people,  confess 
our  obedience  to  the  One  who  liberated  us 
from  slavery,  and  sign  on  to  the  daring  mission 
of  proclaiming  the  New  Exodus  to  the  world. 


4:22-23 


Appendix 

'This  is  what  the  LORD  says:  Israel  is  my 
firstborn  son,  and  I  told  you,  "Let  my  son  go,  so 
he  may  worship  me.'" 

Exodus  4:22-23 

Is  this  the  way  you  repay  the  LORD,  O  foolish 
and  unwise  people?  Is  he  not  your  Father,  your 
Creator,  who  made  you  and  formed  you?   . . . 
You  deserted  the  Rock,  who  fathered  you;  you 
forgot  the  God  who  gave  you  birth.  The  LORD 
saw  this  and  rejected  them  because  he  was 
angered  by  his  sons  and  daughters . 

22  Deuteronomy  32 

"I  myself  said,  "  'How  gladly  would  I  treat  you 
like  sons  and  give  you  a  desirable  land,  the  most 
beautiful  inheritance  of  any  nation.'  I  thought 
you  would  call  me  'Father'  and  not  turn  away 
from  following  me.    ...    "If  you  will  return,  O 
Israel,  return  to  me,"  declares  the  LORD.   "If 
you  put  your  detestable  idols  out  of  my  sight  and 
no  longer  go  astray,  and  if  in  a  truthful,  just  and 
righteous  way  you  swear,  'As  surely  as  the 
LORD  lives,'  then  the  nations  will  be  blessed  by 
him  and  in  him  they  will  glory." 

3:19;  4:1-2 

Jeremiah  3:19;  4:1-2 

"I  have  surely  heard  Ephraim's  moaning:  'You 
disciplined  me  like  an  unruly  calf,  and  I  have 
—  been  disciplined.  Restore  me,  and  I  will  return, 

because  you  are  the  LORD  my  God.  After  I 
strayed,  I  repented;  after  I  came  to  understand,  I 
beat  my  breast.  I  was  ashamed  and  humiliated 
because  I  bore  the  disgrace  of  my  youth.'  Is  not 
Ephraim  my  dear  son,  the  child  in  whom  I 
delight?  Though  I  often  speak  against  him,  I  still 
remember  him.   Therefore  my  heart  yearns  for 
him;  I  have  great  compassion  for  him,"  declares 
the  LORD.  ...    "The  time  is  coming,"  declares 
the  LORD,  "when  I  will  make  a  new  covenant 
with  the  house  of  Israel  and  with  the  house  of 
Judah.  It  will  not  be  like  the  covenant  I  made 
with  their  forefathers  when  I  took  them  by  the 
31  '18-20  31-32  hand  to  lead  them  out  of  Egypt,  because  they 

broke  my  covenant,  though  I  was  a  husband  to 
them,"  declares  the  LORD. 

Jeremiah  31:18-20,  31-32 


